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Editorial Notice. 

As the sentiments, objects, and terms of the Circular, are un- 
usual, we appropriate our first columns to sueh information 
about it. as may be needed bythose who think of subscribing 
rit. We employ no agents to solicit subscriptions, and our 
friends are cautioned against urging any to take the paper. Our 
rule is, not to send it to any one on the application of a third per- 
son, except in special cases where we know the applicant, and are 
sure he is fully authorized. Our wish and request is, that every 
person proposing to subscribe for the Circular, should read the 
entire contents of these first advertising columns and judge for 
himself. without relying on any other representations, wheth- 
er the paper is what he wants. 


FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES 


OF THE CIRCULAR, 


RELIGION AND SOCIALISM; 
The Religion of the Bible,-- 
The Socialism of the Primitive Church. 


LEADING TOPICS. 


SALVATION FROM SIN, THE GIFT 
of the Gospel. 
*¢ Thou shalt call his name Jesus : for he shall save 
his people from their sins.” (Matt. 1: 21.) 


THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST, 
A. D. 70, or ‘immediately after’ the Destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem, at the close of the Bible 
record and the apostolic age. 

“Verily I say unto you, There be some standing 
here which shall not taste of death, till they see the 

Gon of man coming in his kingdom.” (Matt. 16: 28.) 


THE KINGDOM OF GOD, FOUND- 
ed in the heavenly Jerusalem by Christ and his 
followers 1800 years ago, and now being extend- 
ed to this world and Hades, uniting three worlds 
on the plane of the Second Resurrection. 

“Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on eartH 

a8 IT IS IN HEAVEN.” (Matt. 6: 10.) 


MIRACLES, A PERPETUAL AGEN- 
cy at the call of Faith; in opposition to the in- 
filel maxim that ‘the Age of Miracles is past.’ 
“ Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth 

@n me, the works that [ do shall he de also; and 

greater works tnan these shall he do, because IL go 

anto my Father.”--Joha 14: 12. 

COMMUNISM, AN INSTITUTION 
of the [oly Spirit—the Social Order of Heaven. 


** All mine are thine, and thine are mine.”—Jesus 
Christ. 


DELIVERANCE FROM DISEASE 
and Death, foreiold by the Prophets, fulfilled 
by Christ. 

** He will swallow up Dearnu in Victory.” Isaia.. 











GENERAL PLATFORM 

OF PRINCIPLES AND MEASURES. 

Sovereignty of Jesus Christ, dating from his 
Second Coming, A. D. 70. 

Co-sovereignty of the Primitive Church, raised 
from the dead at the Second Coming. 

Unity of all Believers, in this world and in Ha- 
des, with the one Kingdom in the Heavens. 

Resurrection of the Spirit, abolishing Sin and 
Selfishness. 


Resurrection of the Body, overcoming Disease, 
renewing Youth, and abolishing Death. 

Community of Property of all kinds, with In- 
spiration for distribution. 


Dwelling together in Association, or Complex 
Families, 


Hone Churches and Home Schools. 

Meetings every Evening. 

Lord’s Supper at every Meal. 

Free Criticism the Regulator of Society. 

Horticulture the leading business for subsistence, 

A Daily Press, divoreed from Mammon, and 
devoted to God. 


The reader will find further information about 
the Religion and Socialism of The Circular in the 
easuing Advertisements of Publications, and of the 
Asoci ited Communities at Oneida, Newark, &c. 


PUBLICATIONS, 
FOR SALE AT THE OFFICE OF THE CIRCULAR. 
BIBLE COMMUNISM ; A Compilation from 
the Annual Reports and other publications 
of the Oneida Association and its Branches ; 
presenting, in connection with ther History, 
a summary view of their Religious and Social 
Theories. 128 pages, octavo. Price 50 ets. 
Printed and published at the office of The 
Circular, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Contents of Bible Communism. 
PART L—MATTERS OF FACT. 
Location of the Oneida Association. Number of 
members. Mansion House. Historical sketch. Re- 
ligious views. Form of government. Religious 
exercises. System of Criticism. Schools. Theory 
of the Rights of Property. Treatment of matrimo- 
nial and parental relations. System of Free La- 
bor. Agriculture. Manufactures. Cost of liv- 
ing. Conditions of membership and withdrawal. 
Branch Associations, at Brooklyn, N. Y., Newark, 
N. J., Wallingford, Conn., Putney and Cambridge, 
Vt. Health of the Association. General condi- 
tion of morality and prosperity. 


PART IL—SOCIAL THEORY. 

PRELIMINARIES. 

BIBLE ARGUMENT.—Cuapter I. Showing what 
is properly to be anticipated concerning the 
coming of the Kingdom of Heaven and its insti- 
tutions on earth. 

Cuarrer II. Showing that Marriage is not an 
institution of the Kingdom of Heaven, and must 
give place to Communism. 

Cuarrer IJ. Showing that Death is to be abol- 
ished in the Kingdom of Heaven, and that, to 
this end, there must be a restoration of true 
relations between the Sexes. 

Cuarrer LV. Showing how the Sexual Function 
is to be redeemed, and true relations between 
the sexes restored. 

Cuarrer V. Showing that Shame, instead of be- 
ing one of the prime virtues, is a part of origi- 
nal Sin, and belongs to the Apostasy. 

Cuarrer VI. Showing the bearings of the pre- 
ceding views on Socialism, Political Economy, 
Manners and Customs, &c. 

Cuarrer VII. A concluding Caveat, that ought 
to be well noted by every Reader of the fore- 
going Argument. 


PART I1L.—DOCTRINAL FOUNDATIONS. 

Criticism oF CuristeNvomM. ConstiruTIONAL CHRIS- 
TIANITY. THe Brste on MarriaGe. Paur’s Views 
or Marriage. Law or Abu.tery. 

APPENDIX TO PART III —Cou,oquy on Mar- 
RIAGE AND SLAVERY. 

THE BEREAN, A Manual for the help of 
those who seek the Faith of the Primitive 
Churen: anoctavo volume of 500 pages.—- 
By J H. Noyes. Price, $1,50. 

The Berean contains free. outline discussions of the great 
Religious topics of interest: Salvation from Sin, The New 
Birth, The Second Coming, Resurrection, Origin of Evil, Our 
Relations to the Ileavenly Church, Abolition of Death, Con. 
densation of Life. &c. &c.,—treated strictly according to Bible 
evidence. but developing many new 4nd interesting conclu. 
sions. differing widely from thoxe of the old Theology. Al) 
who wish to understand Bist Comm: sism—iis constitutional 
basis. and prospects of success—should acquaint themselves 
with the contents of this book, 


THE CIRCULAR; Complete files of Vol. 1, 
(Weekly,) $1,00; and of Vol. 2, (Semi- 
Weekly,) $2,00. 


—_— 


THE PERFECTIONIST; Volumes 3, 4, 
and 5. Price $1,00 per Volume. 


SALVATION FROM SIN; Explained and 
Defended. By J. H. Noyes. Price, 6} ets. 


ANNUAL REPORTS ; (2d and 3d,) of the 


Onerpa Assocration. Price 12 1-2 ets. 








Postage of Books,---Bible Communism, 3 
ets. prepaid ; The Berean, 28 cts. prepaid, or 42 cts, 
if not prepaid. 


What Ought to be Done. 


1. Religion is, by right, the highest teacher ot 
mankind, and ought to use the most commanding 
instrumentality. 

2. The press is, at this day, the most command- 
ing instrumentality of instruction. Therefore reli- 
gion ought to lay out its strength notin the pulpit 
but on the press. 

8. Journalism is the superior function of the 
press—more effective than book-making, because 
more continuous and universelin itsoperation. Re- 
ligion ought, therefore, to take the lead in Jour- 
nalism. 

4. The Daily Press ix the highest form of Jour- 
nalism—-as much wore effective than the weekly 
press, as the latter is more effective than book-mak- 
ing, and for the same reason. Religion ought there- 
fore to ascend from the pulpit to the sanctum of the 
Daily Press. 

5. Believing that what ought to be done can be 
done, the publishers and friends of The Circular, 
in the name of the Christian religion, hive pur- 
posed and are preparing toinstitute a Daily Reli- 








giv’s Press. 


ASSOCIATED COMMUNITIES, 
Oneida, N. Y. - 


Brooklyn, N.Y. 
Putney, Vt. 


HAVING 


Newark, N. J.§ 
Wallingford, Ct. 
Cambridge, Vt.' 
A COMMON INTEREST IN ALL THINGS. 


BUSINESS CARDS OF THE COMMUNITIES. 


HE ONEIDA COMMUNITY HAVE ON HAND 
for sale, the following productions of their 
Gardens, Mill, and Work-shops, viz : 


NURSERY FRUIT TREES, 

Consisting of— 

APPLES, the most approved varieties. 

PEARS, do. (Standards & Dwarfs.) 

CHERRIES, 

PLUMS, 

PEACHES, 
Isabella Grape Vines, Raspberries, &c., &c. 


STRAWBERRY PLANTS, 
Of the following varieties :--Burr’s New Pine, Large 
Early Scarlet, and Hovey’s Seedling. 
Also, Myatt’s Victoria PIE PLANTS. 
GOOD WHEAT FLOUR, 


Usually on hand at THE FLOURING MILL, 
in barrels and sacks; also Buckwneat Fiovr, in 
sacks--Inpian Meat, Freep, &c. 


RUSTIC FURNITURE, 


Consisting of Rustic Chairs and Seats, of various 
kinds; Tables, Stands, and Flower Vases, Frames 
for vines, creepers, &c.; besides a variety of other 
Garden Furniture. 
STEEL TRAPS, 
Of various sizes and descriptions. 

Dealers, also, in SEWING and SADDLER®’ SILK. 
of the best American manufacture. Merchants 
supplied. 

J Orders for any of the above articles, ad- 
dressed to Jonathan Burt, Oneida, N. Y., will be 
promptly attended to. 

Oneida, N. Y., 1854. 


Choice varieties. 





HE PUTNEY COMMUNITY HAVE USUALLY 
on hand and for sale at their Grist-Mill, 
EXCELLENT FLOUR, 
recently manufactured from new wheat, at the Com- 
munity Mills, Oneida, N.Y. Also, 
CORN, RYE, AND OATS, 
at the usual prices. 

Tueir Mint has recently been put in good repair, 
and is now doing the regular business of an ordinary 
Grist-mill, with satisfaction and dispatch. Corn in 
the ear crushed and ground at the usual rates. 

BAKER & HALL, Millers. 

Putney, Vt., 1854. 





Community Machine-Shop. 


— 


WM. R.INSLEE & CO., 
MACHINISTS, 


HEDENBERG BUILDINGS, NEWARK, N. J 








W. R. I. & Co., manufacture Printing Presses, 
(for copper-plate and letter-press printing,) Jewel. 
er’s Tools, Machinists’ Lathes, &c., &c.; and are 
prepared to execute orders for machinery generally. 

WM. R. INSLEE. ABRAM C. SMITH. 





Community Press. 


THE ‘CIRCULAR’ PRINTING OFFICE, 
NO. 43 WILLOW PLACE, 
Near the Cor. of State-st. 








The undersigned, having recently added to their 
establishment new Presses, and an assortment ot 
new Job Type, are prepared to print Cards, La- 
bels, Circulars, Hand-Bills, Bill-Heads, and plain 
and fancy work generally. They will attend to the 
or dersof friends abroad with pleasure, and can make 
quick returns of work, by means of the various Ex- 
press lines centering in New York, to any part of 
the country. 

J Office No. 48 Willow Place, near State-street, 
(between Columbia and Hicks streets. ) 

8. R. LEONARD & CO. 





Central Business Agency. 


Georce Craain, General Agent for the Associated 
Communities, offers his services to others who may 
have business in New-York, which they are willing 
to intrust tohim. His acquaintance in the city, and 
the experience and facilities of business which he 
has acquired by his agency for the Communities, en- 
ables him to buy and sell Goods, Produce, Land 
Warrants, &c., &c., safely and advantageously. Ad- 
dress ‘George Cragin, Box No. 6, Brooklyn, N. Y.’ 





RAVELING BAGS of convenient styles, thorough- 
ly made of Carpeting and Enameled Cloth, Ladies’ 
Satchels, &c., manufactured and for sale at the Com- 





mune, 43 Willow Place. 





Idolatry among the Jews. 
‘Continued from our last No.) 





For the crime of seducing others to the wor- 
ship of strange gods, but more especially where 
a pretended prophet, who could often naturally 
anticipate what would come to pass, uttered 
predictions that tended to lead the people inte 
idolatry, the appointed punishment was stoning 
to death, Deut. 13: 2—12. With regard te 
private seducers, although Moses in other 
cases was fur from encouraging informers, yet 
such is here the rigor of bis law, that it enjoins 
informing without reserve upon every such 
seducer , even although it were a uterine bro- 
ther, a son, a daughter, a wife, or one’s best 
friend; but it would scem, at the same time, 
that no one was bound to impeach a father, 
mother, or husband, at least they are not par- 
ticularized with the others mentioned in Deut. 
xiii. 7, 8. 9. 

All idolatrous ceremonies, and even some 
which though innocent in themselves, might 
excite suspicion of idolatry, were prohibited ; 
of these, human sacrifices are most conspicuous, 
as the siost abominable of all the crimes te 
which sdperstition is capable of hurrying its 
votaries In defiance of the stronger feelings of 
humanity. Against no other sort of idolatry 
are Mosaic prohibitions so rigorous as against 
this; and yet we find it continned among the 
Israelites to a very late period. For even the 
prophets Jeremiah and Ezekiel, who survived 
the ruin of the state, and wrote in the be- 
ginning of the Babylonish captivity, take notice 
of it, and describe it not as an antiquated or 
obsolete abomination, but what was actual] 
in use a little before and even during their 
own times. 


The other practices prohibited by Moses as 
idolatrous, or as, at any rate, suspicious on ac- 
count of idolatry, are the following :—(1.) 
The making images of strange gods. This 
was already forbidden in the case of the true 
God; but the curse in Deut. 27: 15 seems to 
be especially levelled against idolatrous images. 
(2.) Prostration before, or adoration of, such 
images, or of any thing else revered as a god, 
such as thesun, moon, and stars, Exod. 20: 5; 
34: 14; Deut.4: 19.—(3.)Having altars or 
groves dedicated to idols or images thereof.— 
By the Mosaic law these were all expressly to 
be destroyed ; (Exod. 24: 13; Deut.7:5; 12: 
3.) anc considering the strange propensity of 
mankind in those days to idolatry, it became 
necessary to obliterate every such memorial of 
idolatrous practices; else, in aftertimes, the 
sight of an image, or an idol god, might have 
excited such ideas of its divinity, or have im- 
pressed men’s minds with such superstitious 
terrors, as, in a consecrated grove, would scon 
pass into prayer and veneration. This rigor 
in the extermination of every remnant of idol- 
atry was carried so far, that by the statute of 
Deut. 7: 25, 26, the Israclites durst not even 
keep nor bring into their houses the gold and 
silver that had been on ary image, lest it 
should prove a snare and lead them astray — 
Because having been once consecrated to an 
idol god, considering the prevalent superstition 
as to the reality of such deities, some idea of 
its sanctity, or some dread of it, might still 
have continued, and have thus been the means 
of propagating idolatry afresh among their chil- 
dren. Moses, therefore, declared it an abom- 
ination in the sight of God, and warned them 
against bringing it to their houses, lest it should, 
being itself accursed, bring a curse upon them. 
Conformable to the Mosaic prohibition is the 
language of the prophecy of Isaiah, in chapter 
30: 22, where he says, ‘ The silver and gold 
wherewith your graven and molten images 
were coated, you shall account unclean, and 
turn from with aversion, as from a menstrous 
woman, saying, Begone.’—(4.) Offering sac- 
rifices to idols.—-(5.) Eating of offerings made 
to idols by other people, who invited them to 
their offering feasts ; in other words, attending 
the festivals of other gods.—(6.) Eating or 
drinking of blood; which vaturally created 
strong suspicions of idolatry, and was, there- 
fore absolutely prohibited.—(7.) Prophesying 
in the name of a strange god.—(8 ) All usa- 
ges and vcremonies, whereby a man dedicated 
himself to a strange god.—(9.} Prostitution in 
honor of an idol, and where the wages of sach 
iniquity usually went to the idol and its temple. 
(10.) Imitation of the idolatrous ceremonies of 
the Canaanites, and attempting to transfer 
them into the worship of the true God. 


In fact, every audacious transgression of the 
ceremonial law, in other words, of that law 
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which prescribed the usage of divine worship 
and the different cermonies of purification, that 
were to be performed in different cases, was 
regarded as an abandonment of the service of 
the true God, and of course as a transition to 
the service of other gods punished with extir- 
pation, that is, with death. 
A Tale of Religion in the Desert. 

During the time U was in Asia, (said my 
friend,) I had occasion to cross a part of the 
Arabian Desert, towards the Red Sea. Of 
course, on this journey, it is necessary to have 
not only a guide, but a body guard; and mine 
was composed of eight or nine as wild and 
picturesque looking Bedouins as you would 
wish to see—true sons of the desert—and 
Ishmaelites of pure descent ; there could not 
be much doubt about that. One evening we 
had encamped as usual, beside a fountain, se- 
cured our horses, lighted a fire, and drank our 
coffee. 

My presence did “ot much disturb the lo- 
quacity of my guards; but I paid little heed 
to their rapid conversation, till the Sheik, 
turning suddenly round upon me, exclaimed, 

‘ What strange men you Englishmen are ?’ 

* Tlow so?? Lasked. ‘ Why strange :’ 

* You never fast,’ said he. 

‘ Not often,’ replied I, laughing ; ‘ that is, 
when we can get anything to eat.’ 

My Arab friend laughed too, for that even- 
ing we had supped sparsely from necessity. 

‘But’ said he ‘is it not part of your relig- 
ion?’ and——before I could reply-—‘ I do’nt 
think you have any religion. You do’nt pray ; 





“you do’nt give alms; you do’nt do nothing.’ 


This was a home thrust, and my conseience 
I had looked upon the poor fellows 
around me as so bigoted in their faith, and had 
considered myself so completely in their power, 
that [I had deemed it prudent to avoid every 
topic that might rouse their passions. In my 
solitary tent at midday, [ had read the Word 
of Life ; but I had concealed with jealous care 
from my guards the knowledge that I carried 
about me ‘the Christian Koran ;’? and when at 
morning and night I commended myself in 
prayer to God my Maker, through Christ my 
Savior, I had drawn close around me the 
eurtain of the tent and whispered low and 
fearfully, lest 1 should be overheard. 

* You have uo religion,’ said the Sheik ; you 
do’nt pray ; you do nothing.’ 

‘ God forgive me,’ Ithought. ‘The rebuke 
is not altogether unjust.’ 

* Now we,’ continued my reprover—and he 
went on boastingly to tell what their prophet 
required of them, and how faithfully was their 
obedience in matters of devotion, charity, and 
velf-denial ; and while he spoke [ lifted up 
my heart to God, and sought courage to bear 
2 feeble testimony to his word. When the 
Sheik paused, I put my hand into my bosom, 
and [ drew out a New Testament. ‘I have 
a religion’ said I; would you like to hear what 
it teaches me on these high matters?’ 

* Certainly ; would I tell him ?’ 

By this time the attention of all my guard 
was directed tome. ‘Their sparkling eyes were 
fixed fiercely, as I thought, upon me, their 
dark visages looking more grim by the flashing 
fire around which they were seated ; and their 
hands were ready to grasp a weapon that would 
epeedily bring down venagence upon the head of 
the infidel dog, who should dare to blaspheme 
their prophet. 

‘ Listen,’ I said, as T opened the New Tes- 
tament at the sixth chapter of the Gospel ac- 
cording to St. Matthew. * You speak of alms- 
giving ; hear what my Koran says about giv- 
ing alms and [ rendered into Arabic the tirst 
tour verses: ‘ Take head that ye do not your 
alms before men to be seen otf them,’ &¢c.— 
When I stopped,I looked up, and the dark 
eountenances around me were glistening, but 
not with anger. 

‘Good!’ exclaimed the Sheik ; ‘ this is very 
good, go on.’ 

I gathered courage and read again: ‘ And 
when thou prayest,’ &c. I read—translating 
as I read, to the fifteenth verse. again I look- 
ed around me. 

‘ Bismillah! but this is wonderful !’ exclaim- 
one to another, stroking their black beards ; 
* wonderful!’ and every harsh and forbidding 
‘eature was softened down to quiet, calm atten- 
tion. 

‘More, more.’ 

Tread on. ‘ Moreover, when you fast,’ &e. 

* Bismillah,’ exclaimed the Sheik again, ‘but 
this is wonderful!’ I needed no further urging 
en. Verse by verse, paragraph by paragraph, 
i read on to the close of the chapter, interrupt- 
ed by their exclamations of wonder and appro- 
bation. 

‘Wonderful!’ said my swarthy friend, the 
Sheik, when at length I closed the book ; ‘ but 
this is wonderful! And what good people you 
Christians ought to be!” 


I never, (continued my friend,) forgot, and 

hope I never shall forget, the lessons taught 
me by that desert fire. In the first place, I 
Saw as I never had seen before, that caution 
may degenerate into cowardice ; and I learned 
in the second place—the enemies of Christian- 
ity themselves beiug our judges—that if the 
professed followers of Christ were but all what 
they ought to be, ‘ like-minded one toward an- 
other, accordiug to Jesus Christ,’ then would 
they, ‘with one mind and one mouth glorify 
God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ ; and the constrained verdict of the un- 
believing world would be, ‘ Nay, but this is won- 
derful !"—London Tract Magazine. 
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A Feature of Trade. 

There is an institution in active operation in 
New York, which under the modest title of the 
“Mercantile Agency,” combines some extraordi- 
nary powers, and shows that a scheme of sys- 
tematic espionage can be carried out under free 
institutions, as they are called, as well as in the 
courts of despots, or by the Holy Office at Rome. 
This ‘Mercantile Agency,’ or Inquisition, as it 
might be aptly called, has for its object to 
keep on record and to be able to report at a mo- 
ment’s notice, the standing, character, probable 
wealth, habits, &c., of every merchant in the Unit- 
ed States. For this purpose the managers of the 
concern procure persons to act as agents in a!l 
parts of the country, and the information collect- 
ed from their reports, is duly registered in the 
New-York office in suitable books, allowing of in- 
stant reference, on payment of a fee, to the case of 
any merchant thatis required. The motive of the 
plan is of course for the benefit of New-York mer- 
chants, who wish to know the trustworthiness of 
their customers, the country dealers. The fol- 
lowing, which appeared in the law reports of 
Wednesday’s Tribune, shows the mode of pro- 
ceeding, and how the agency is sometimes tripped : 
COURT OF COMMON PLEAS—Judge Wooprvrr. 

SUIT FOR LIBEL AGAINST MERCANTILE AGENCY. 
Johu C, Taylor, Harrison, Hale and Abraham Murdoch agt 
Sheldon P. Church, 

By merchants doing business at Columbus, 
Miss., to recover damages for alleged libel in Mr. 
C. causing to be printed in a register purporting to 
be a statement of the standing of merchants at 
the West, &c., and distributed, it was alleged, to 
a number of mercantile firms who were subscri- 
bers of Mr. Church, the following : 

Taytor, Havre & Murpocn, Columbus, Miss.: This 
concern does not seem to thrive here. M. is capable 
in some respects, but is not a successful manager. 
He is remarkably systematic and particular in de- 
tails, and a superior office clerk, but lacks the other 
and more essential requisites of a good merchant. 
Ii. is rather a negative character. Taylor resides 
in New-York and sends out unsuitable and ill-assor- 
ted odds and ends and unsalable stock. He was 
formerly with Beri King, and I am told is an un- 
principled character. 

The alleged pnblication was in 1848. 

The case was trieda year ur two ago before 
Judge Woodruff, and a heavy verdict given in fa- 
vor of plaintiffs, judgment having been entered up 
for $6,838,94. It was carried, on appeal by Mr. 
Church, to the Court of Appeals, which sent it 
back for the present new trial. 

Mr. Church, in defense, stated that he acted in 
good faith, without malice, and with justifiable 
ends—that he was an agent employed by mer- 
chants in this City having business transactions 
with merchants at the West, who were called 
upon to give them credit, and it was necessary to 
know their standing—that said article was not 
generally published, but merely for the business 
use of his employers as aforesaid. 

The register, it seems, was printed by Mr, Cas- 
sidy, who was employed for that purpose. On 
the last trial, to do away with the idea of malice, 
it was offered to prove by Mr. Cassidy that he 
was employed ina private and confidential man- 
ner to print said register, and that no person re- 
ceived them except the subscribers. ‘This the 
Judge, on the trial, refused to admit, and it is on 
this point the Court of Appeals, we understand, 
have sent the case back for a new trial, considering 
that the testimony was proper to have been given 
in relat:on to motive and malice. The printed tes- 
timony on last trial is usea by consent on this, the 
witnesses being placed un the stand. Tio be con- 
tinued this forenoon. 


The operation of the agency is probably some- 
what like this; A country merchant comes to the 
store of a city dealer and introduces himself as 
a buyer. City eyes him with practiced keenness, 
and politely handing him over to a clerk to be 
amused in his absence, steps into the rooms of 
the Mercantile agency, and asks to refer to the 
name of Mr——, his customer. Ie is shown the 
record, stating the facts about his name—how 
long he has been in business, what his success 
and prospects are, &c.; and if the case appears 
satisfactory, he returns, and meets the application 





of the countryman for a short credit on his pur- 


chase with smiling acquiescence, the latter little 
thinking meantime that his city friend has just 
come from perusing the main facts of his biogra- 
phy, all systematically arranged and written out 
in an office near by. If the record shows against 
the standing of the country customer, his appli- 
cation for credit is of course negatived. 

The remarks that occur to us on this subject 
are 1, That this Mercantile Agency with its school 
of hypocrisy and paid informers, is one of the 
fruits and illustrative beauties of the ‘ Credit 
System.’ An honest method of cash business 
would have no occasion for the knowleege that is 
acquired in this way, 

2. It seems that criticism in one form or anoth- 
er is extensively in use in society as it is. We 
cannot but think that the open and above-board 
plain dealing with each other that Communism 
proposes, is preferable to a system of secret rec- 
ords, like that produced above, intended for oth- 
er parties besides the subject of it. 


News from Europe. 





Arrival of the Niagara. 

By arrival of the Niagara at Halifax we have 
the following items of intelligence. 

The possession of the Aland Islands has been 
offered to Sweden on condition of her declaring 
against Russia, but she refuses to accept them on 
those terms. 

In the recent fire at Varna half a million pounds 
of bread were consumed. 

Said Pasha, the new viceroy of Egypt is visiting 
the Sultan. 

From Spain we learn that a decree has appeared 
confiscating the property of Queen Christina, and 
that under cover of this measure she had left 
Madrid for Portugal where she would embark for 
Italy or France. It is supposed that this was done 
to avoid being tried by the Cortes. Much of her 
property is said to be invested in foreign securities. 
The revolutionary Juntas have all been suppres- 
sed. 





Matters of Mention. 

—Catherine Hayes, by a late account is spoken 
of as giving a concert at Honolulu, Sandwich 
Islands. 

—The American Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign missions is now holding its forty-fifth 
annual session at Hartford. 

—The late storm has dissipated all hopes of 
the recovery of the steamer Franklin. She has 
begun to break up and will be a total wreck. 

—The Vermont Central Railroad Company have 
assumed the 10,000 shares of stock fraudulently 
issued by Edward Crane the late President. 

—According to an editorial in the WN. Y. 
Times, the southern papers are advocating not 
only the revival of the slave-trade in this coun- 
try, but the establishment of a treaty with Eng- 
land for the rendition of fugitive slaves. 

—The English government has ratified the 
Reciprocity treaty agreed upon between this 
country and Canada. The Queen has sent orders 
for the full opening of the fishing grounds to 
American vessels, and the withdrawal of the fleet 
stationed in the Gulf of St. Lawrence for their 
protection. 





Correspondence of the Circular. 
Notes from the Interior. 
Verona, Sept 10, 1854. 

‘The hottest day we've had,’ was a common 
salutation here both the 5th and 6th, but we were 
not so certain of a‘very warm night.’ That 
terrific storm that closed up the 6th, and showers 
through the night, gave a delightful coolness to 
our atmosphere. But heavy and continued rains 
have since increased the coolness to an un- 
pleasant degree. The morning 1s fair, but the 
sun shines paler than it has of late; we do not 
shun its rays. and as it ascends in its course the 
wind also rises—an east wind so chilly that it 
more than balances the sun’s increasing warmth. 
Through the open windows and doors it searches 
through the house, the back doors are closed, 
and the windows, and one after another of the 
family remarks, * we shall have to close that front 
door” But no one does it, this shutting the 
door for the first time upon the summer is hard. 
We exchange a thin coat for a warmer one, and 
a warmer dress takes the place of gingham.— 
With lips blue, and finger nails white, we endure 
awhile longer, loath to admit the departure of 
summer. But at last a fire is kindled asa place 
of temporary retreat, and some admissions are 
made that a warm stove is comfortable. 

There isa time for all things, but this 10th of 
Sept. is not the time to shiver round a fire; 





nothing but Sunday idleness would make us think 


of it. So exchanging slippers for boots we seek 
the open fields and find relief. This shivering 
dread of cold is but the phantom child of sloth. 

But the out-door scene is full of signs that sum- 
mer is waning. ‘The air is cool and bracing, and 
the sky intensely blue; the dust in the street is 
turned to mud. Fields but lately rich with oats, 
and barley, and millet, are now bare and brown; 
and corn, the last to be harvested, now prema- 
turely ripened, is cut up ané stands in little stooks 
exposing the undergrowth of yellow pumpkins. 
These, and the orchards with their full grown fruit, 
are signs of Autumn; but the fields in grass are 
again springing green under the influence of these 
latter rains, and the forests newly washed, show 
no signs of age, at least but here and there a tree 
just slightly tinged with Autumn’s hues is seen. 
On all sides this belt of greeu surrounds me, in 
some places near, and others far away: and as 
my eye sweeps the horizon around, and I feel 
this changed air, I can but think how soon the 
scene will change, and the forest put on its coat 
of many colors, and ‘ die like the dolphin.’ 

I might moralize here in strains of sadness on 
decay and death, but in truth there is nothing of 
sadness to me in an autumn scene. It is the time 
of ripe fruit, and there is little that savors of 
death. The tree lives, and stands in its strength 
despite the ‘ yellow leaf.’ It more nearly resem- 
bles the change that we are called to, in the put- 
ting off of the former conversation, that we may be 
renewed upon—a death that men submit to reluc- 


tantly, but which is the token of life’s conquest. 
H. N. L. 


Letter Readings, 


—A correspondent at Northern Vermont men- 
tions a hurricane in the region of Cambridge on 
the 6th, which prostrated fences, unroofed houses, 
rooted up trees, kc. One man in Stowe is said 
to have lost 150 maple trees torn up by the roots. 
The atmosphere is clear of smoke, and vegetation 
is assuming its youthful green in that section.— 
The Commune reports fair prospects as tu a crop. 





From many encouraging returns testifying to 
the good reception of the Circular, we give the 
following specimen for the benefit of all our part- 
ners in the enterprise . 


Vandalia, Ill., Sept. 5.—Dear Frrenps: After 
so long time, I have two dollars that I can spare 
to help the good cause. I take great delight in 
perusing the Circular. I always find something 
that seems adapted to my own case. I thank Gud 
that it has been my lot to find a people who are 
disseminating the true gospel, and that I am pri- 
vileged to hear it from time to time. May the 
good work go on until the earth shall become a 
paradise, and the wilderness shall blossom as the 
rose. Exias Carrier. 


The following from a female subscriber may 
show our partners their privilege in respect to 
giving: 

Venice, N. Y., Sept. 5,1854.—Dear Circuar: 
On reading your paper I find that it is free to 
those who receive it free; please send it to me. 
I have read a few Circulars and am very much 
taken up with them, but am not able to pay. ‘He 
that giveth to the poor lendeth to the Lord.’— 

A. M. 


A variation of the Bible-Game is described in 
the following from a friend at Wallingford: 

After our usual Bible-game this morning, we 
had another exercise which proved entertaining 
—suggested by ‘A Good Play for any day,’ de 
scribed in the 87th No. of the Circular. It was 
this: 

A, having fixed in his mind upon some book of 
the Bible, the rest of the circle tried to find out 
which book it was by asking him questions. 

“Ts it in the Old or New Testament?” said B. 

“In the New.” 

“What is the principal subject of the book?” 
said another. 

“Tt is an exhortation book, I should say.” 

“Is it First of Peter ?” 

“ No.” 

* Does it speak of 
Christ ?” 

“ Yes.” 

“Does it have much to say about love ?” 

“ Not a great deal.” 

*It can’t be either of John’s epistles then.” 

© Does it say much about the lusts of the flesh?” 

* Not much, but somewhat.” 

“Ts it Galatians ?” 

“No.” . 

“Does it mention the subject of the resurrec- 


the Second Coming of 





tion ?” 
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* No.” 

“It is not Philippians, then.” 

“Is it Ephesians ?” 

* No.” 

« Does it say much about works ?” 

“ No.” 

“Ts Paul’s name mentioned frequently in it?” 

“No.” 

“Ts it mentioned more than once ?” 

“T think not.” 

« Does it say any thing about the ‘ heavens be- 
ing on fire,’ and the elements melting with fervent 
heat ?” 

“ Tt does speak of a fiery time, I believe.”’ 

“JT know now: it is 2nd Peter.” 

* Yes—that is right.” 

This tests our general knowledge of the Blble 
pretty well. There is no limit to the variations 
we may have in our Bible studies. w. 
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From our paper skimming this morning, we 
should judge the women are growing shrewd. 
The following item occurs in the Home Journal; 

“Twe young ladies of Elgin,” says the Court 
Journal, “ who had been repeatedly annoyed by 
two impertinent young men, at last gave them an 
appointment, and admitted them into the house 
where they resided. They were introduced into 
a dark room and the door locked, and immedi- 
ately afterwards were drenched with water.— 
They had been shown into the bath-room.” 

The Tribune tells a story of a young woman 
who received proposals of marriage from a man, 
which she thought were not sincere, and refused. 
He resented her refusal by insinuations against 
her character that made some friend of hers cool 
toward her. She proposed to this friend that if 
the man would marry her now, the friend should 
take it as a proof of her innocence, which was 
agreed to. She renewed acquaintance with the 
man; he renewed his proposal; the minister 
was sent for,and the marriage ceremony carried 
to the point where her answer should have been 
Yes, when she said No/ and so avenged herself 
upon her traducer. 

We have heard an authentic story like this: A 
young man was matched with a lady by his friends 
against his choice. He consented to the marriage, 
but in church his heart failed him; and when the 
minister asked him if he chose the woman by 
his side for his wife, he said, No! She felt much 
abused of course; and the only satisfaction she 
would accept was, that he should give her the 
game chance of refusal that he had had. To this 
he made no objection. The ceremony commenc- 
ed again, he answered yes, properly, and left her 
to return his slight; but she took her advantage 
and said yes too. 





From the N. Y. Tribune, Sept. 13. 
Destruction of the Mills of the North American 
Phaianx. 

About 64 o’clock Sunday morning a fire 
broke out in the extensive mills of the North 
American Phalanx, located in Monmouth Co., 
New Jersey, near Red Bank, 40 miles from 
this City. The fire was first discovered near 
the center of the main edifice, and had at that 
time gained great headway. It is supposed to 
have originated in the eastern portion of the 
building, and a strong easterly wind prevail- 
ing at the time the flames were carried to- 
ward the center and western part of the edi- 
fice. ‘This was a wooden building, about 100 
feet square, three stories high, with a thirty- 
horse power steam engine in the basement, 
and two run of burr-stoves and superior machin- 
ery for the manufacture of flour, meal, hominy 
and samp, on the floors above. Adjoining 
the mill on the north was the general busi- 
ness office, containing the account books of 
the Association, the most valuable of which 
were saved, at the risk of his life, by Mv. 
Sears. Adjoining the office was the saw-mill, 
blacksmith shop, tin shop, &c., with valuable 
machinery, driven by the engine, all of which 
was destroyed. About two thousand bushels 
of wheat and corn were stowed in the mill di- 
rectly over the engine, which, in falling, cov- 
ered it so as to preserve the machinery from 
the fire. There was a large quantity of 
hominy, acd flour, and feed, destroyed with 
the mill. The carpenters’ shop, a little south 
of the grain mill, was saved by great exertion 
of all the members, men and women. All 
else in that vicinity is a smouldering mass.— 
Nothing was insured but the stock, valued at 
$3,000, for two-thirds that amount. ‘The 
loss is from $7,000 to $10,000. The insur- 
ance is in country offices. 

The mills were situated about quarter of a 
mile from the dwellings, with a thick grove 
intervening, and the fire occurring, from some 
unknown cause, so early in“ the morning, the 
fiames got such headway before discovered that 
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ull the means that could be exerted by the 
members were of no avail ; and the wind blow- 
ing a gale, nothing was left standing an hour 
after the fire broke out 

We understand that arrangements have been 
already made by hiring another mill to supply 
their customers with mill products, until the 
Phalanx can replace the one destroyed with a 
substantial fire-proof building, which they will 
do at once. 

FIRE FROM SPONTANEOUS COMBUSTION. 

A short time since a barrack containing some 
sixty or seventy tons of hay, at the North 
American Phalanx, was discovered to be on 
fire in the center from spontaneous combustion. 
There could be no doubt of this fact, as the 
alarm was at once given, and by wetting the 
out side, the hay was pitched off and carried 
away, and showed a large bulk of the interior 
completely charred. The portion saved was 
so much smoked as to be worthless for cattle 
food. It is highly probable that the fire in the 
mill originated from the same cause. 

We are pleased to see from the above, that the 
business of the Phalanx will not be interrupted 
by the accident to their Mill. Ordeal by fire 
seems to be a test particularly ordained for Asso- 
ciations. Our Community experience on this 
point enables us to sympathize with our neigh- 
bors in their loss, and to hupe that it will on the 
whole prove an advantage to them as the fire at 
Oneida three years since has proved to us. 

Marriage---its Bible Limitation, 

Paul has been quoted as a backer of marriage 
in two or three instances lately, by those who 
cleave to this institution as perpetual; and this 
may be an apology, if apology is needed, for the 
introduction of the following private letter, writ- 
ten some vears ago, to one in the same position, 

Brooklyn, July 21, 1852. 

Dear M.:—You think that the fash- 
ion of this world in regard to marriage is 
best till the advent of the vesurrection.— 
So do I; but this is as much as to say 
that it is best for man in his apostate 
condition. This is certainly no great 
compliment to the system. I suppose 
too that slavery, and many other heavy 
oppressions are, on the whole, desirable 
during the apostasy. I cannot, however, 
couple the ‘full reign of the gospel,’ as 
you do, with this state of things. If you 
refer me to the Primitive church previous 





to the Second Coming, as a specimen of 


the harmony of the ‘ full reigsi of Christ’ 
with the marriage system, I reply, The 
example is unfavorable for your argument; 
for the leaders of the Primitive church, 
Christ and Paul, discouraged marriage ; 
the first by example, and the second by 
example and precept. They treated mar- 
riage as they did slavery, as an institution 
not to be quarreled with by the church ; 
bet their advice in relation to both was, 
‘If thou mayest have thy liberty, use it ra- 
ther ;’ and the reason they assigned was, 
that ‘the fashion of this world passeth 
away’—‘in the resurrection they neither 
marry nor are given in marriage :’ hence 
for believers the only proper course was, 
either not to marry, or if they had wives, 
to ‘be as though they had none.’ This 
is precisely the amount of harmony there 
was in the Primitive church between the 
gospel and marriage. 

Do not blink these facts, and go off 
into philosophical theories about the beau- 
ties of duality, which in fact are theories 
suggested by things as they are, and are 
rendered plausible by that kind of rea- 
son, Which some one has said, ‘ is given. to 
man to enable him to justify whatever 
he is inclined to.’ It is useless to try to 
make Christ or Paul or the gospel the 
humble servants of marriage. It is as 
plain as it can be, that their endeavor and 
hope was, that ‘ they ald may be one’— 
not two and two—and that they crowded 
against marriage just as far as they could 
during the church’s pilgrimage and _tran- 





sition, pointing always to the hope of an 
entirely different state of things in the 
Kingdom of God. If you look this mat- 
ter candidly in the face, as a Bible schol- 
ar, you will have to accept either our the- 
ory or the Shakers’, as the hope of our 
calling ; ordinary marriage, or even spir- 
itual romance of duality is out of the 
question—not to be thought of any more 
than the fashion of private property in 
other things. If you accept the Shaker 
theory, nature and common sense, as well 
as the Bible, will contradict and harass 
you. If you accept our theory, but say 
it is proper only for the heavenly state, 
then I ask you either to stop praying,— 
‘Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as itis in heaven, or to prepare 
yourself for the answer to that prayer.— 
If you are going to a wedding, don’t 
spend your time in patching and praising 
your washing-day dress, but make ready 
your wedding-garment. This was the 
way of the Primitive church. If you 
think we have begun to put on our wed- 
ding garments too soon, say so, and prove 
it if you can ; but don’t object to them 
as bad in themselves, and don’t forget to 
get your own ready soon enough. We 
think that the kingdom of God is come— 
that the resurrection and judgment is be- 
gun, and of course that it is time to be- 
gin to yield ourselves to the will of God 
as it is done in heaven, When you are 
as much in earnest as we are, looking for 
the kingdom of God, perhaps you will 
find that we are keeping time with God 
better than you. Yours, &c., 


Paul at Rome,—(Concluded.) 

That the second epistle to Timothy was 
written during the same captivity as were 
Paul’s other epistles from Rome, is still 
further apparent. In this letter to Tim- 
othy he says, ‘' Tychicus have I sent unto 
Ephesus.’ Turning to the epistle to the 
Ephesians, we find the following: ‘ That 
ye also may know my affairs, and how I 
do, Tychicus, a beloved brother and faith- 
ful minister in the Lord, shall make 
known unto you all things: whom I have 
sent unto you for the same purpose, that 
ye might know our affairs, and that he 
might comfort your hearts.’ Then again 
in Colossians he says, ‘ All my state shall 
Tychicus declare unto you, who is a be- 
loved brother, and a faithful minister and 
fellow-servant in the Lori ; whom I have 
sent unto you for the same purpose, that 
he might know your estate and comfort 
your hearts ; with Onesimus, a faithful 
and beloved brother, who is one of you. 
They shall make known unto you all 
things which are dore here.” Thus we 
see that these two epistles were sent to 
the churches at Philippi and Colosse, by 
the hands of Tychicus. The epistle to 
the Colossians appears to have been writ- 
ten before, and the epistle to the Ephe- 
sians after Timothy had departed from 
Rome ; for in the first he joins Paul in 
writing, while the latter seems to have 
been written by Paul alone. We have 
now a clue to the order in which the epis- 
tles were most probably written. In the 
epistle to the Philippians, Paul expresses 
his purpose to send Timothy to the church 
at Philippi. Timothy before his depart- 
ure joins Paulin writing to the Colossians 
and to Philemon, which were to be sent 
by Tychicus and Onesimus. Timothy 
then leaves Rome. Soon after, and be- 
fore Tychicus’ departure, Paul writes to 
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en _____________ 


the Ephesians. Tychicus and Onesimus, 
with these three epistles. them go into 
Asia. After this he writes his second 
epistle to Timothy, and informs him in 
the above passage, that Tychicus had 
gone. This then appears to be the order 
of the epistles in point of time : 1, Phil- 
ippians ; 2, Colossians and Philemon ;- 
3, Ephesians ; 4, the Second to Timothy. 
And this theory harmonizes. with the 
whole tenor of the epistles. 

How long the interval was between. 
this epistle to Timothy and the others, 
does not appear. It waslong enough, how 
ever, for Demas to become apostate, and 
forsake Paul. During it also Mark had 
followed Timothy into the east. Paul 
hints to the Colossians that Mark would 
probably visit them, thus: ‘Aristarchius 
my fellow-prigoner saluteth you: and 
Marcus, sister’s son to Barnabas, touch- 
ing whom ye received commandments: if 
he come unto you receive him.” This 
journey he evidently took, for Timothy is 
directed to bring Mark with him when 
he returns. 2. Tim, 4:11. According 
to the history of Paul in Acts, he dwelt 
in Rome two whole years, in his own 
hired house, and received, all. that came 
unto him, preaching the kingdom of God, 
and teaching those things which concern 
the Lord Jesus. Christ, with all confi- 
dence, no man forbidding him. We think 
that nearly the whole of Paul’s ministry 
in that city, was included in those two 
years ; and that it was during them that 
these epistles were written. Nothing pox- 
itive appears to the contrary. 





Battle-Field Cheerings, 

It is evident from an. examination of 
the epistle ta the Hebrews, that it was 
written to.the church at Jerusalem at a 
somewhat advanced period of its history, 
In the 12th chapter they are exhorted to 
‘lift up the hands which hang down, and 
the feeble knees, and make straight paths 
for their feet,’ &c., which, evidently im- 
plies that. they had passed. through the 
glowing euthusiasm of their first-love for 
Christ, and had experienced a pretty se- 
vere winter of trial and affliction. In 
this position of things Paul writes to 
them with the purpose of stirring up 
their enthusiasm, and encouraging thena 
to hope and persevere with patience.unto 
the end, pointing them to the mighty 
deeds of the fuith-heroes of past genera- 
tions. After enumerating many of the 
wonderful works of those who through 
faith, subdued kingdoms, wrought right- 
eousness, obtained promises, stopped the 
mouths of lions,’ &c., he closes the list 
with the declaration that all these ‘ hav- 
ing obtained a good report through faith, 
received not, the promise, God having 
provided some better thing for us, that 
they without us should not be made per-~ 
fect.’ 

Here then was given to the church of 
Paul's time the privilege of filling up the 
measure of faith, which should be the 
signal of their entrance upon the enjoy- 
ment of the glorious inheritance, togeth- 
er with those who had fought the good 
fight of faith before them. What a 


stimulus this must have been to endure 
the chastening of the Lord, and to ‘ re- 
sist unto blood striving against sin,’— 
Everything in the past encouraged them 
to perseverance, and the immediate pros- 
pect in the future was that they should 
meet the General Assembly of the. first 
born, at the time of the Second Coming. 
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The Gifts of God. 

While listening to the services in an 
evening prayer ard conference meeting, 
and being pained by the evidence of unbe- 
lief and the almost total absorption of 
those present in their own doings—be- 
moaning their leanness and short-com- 
ings, I was much comforted by an in- 
ward perception of the riches of God, 
‘and his ready and abundant gift-offer- 
ings to us. Texts of Scripture ex- 
pressive of this abundance came to 
mind with a peculiar unction. ‘That 
I may cause those that love me to in- 
herit substance. (Prov. 8: 21.) ‘Zhe 
Lord is the portion of mine inheritance.’ 
(Ps. 16:5.) And the language of the 
Psalmist again, ‘ Thou hast received gifts 
for men,’ quoted by the apostle, ‘he 
gave gifts unto men,’—indicating that 
receiving for, and giving to men was the 
same thing. 

Unto Christ God gave the Spirit not 
by measure. And it was through the 
fullness of this fuith-inspiring spirit that 
Christ said, ‘ All things that the Father 
hath are mine.’ And in the gift of this 
spirit to man is embodied all gifts, ‘ for, 
Christ said, ‘ he shall receive of mine, and 
shall show it unto you.’ Of the diversity 
of gifts which this self-same spirit work- 
eth, we are authorized to ‘ covet earnestly 
the best.” Amd if there is any trait in 
the character of Christ that we admire, 
—any grave after which our hearts aspire, 
it is no presumption in us to believe that 
that grace is ours, and no folly to wait 
earnestly and patiently for its full devel- 
opment in us. 

There is another view of this subject,’ 
if possible still more hopeful. It is this. 
Christ at the right hand of the Father 
is henceforth expecting until his enemies 
are made his footstool. Our hope is in 
the subjection of his enemies, for his 
enemies are ours. And we may be sure 
that he waits with no less interest than 
we. That he seeks a people who will be 
in deed and in truth a body for him their 
life ; a body so dead to self and so alive 
to him, that they can face his enemies 
without one trembling nerve of fear.— 
Thus our interests in these gifts are one 
—his the more blessed privilege to give, 
eurs to receive and enjoy with him. 

Verona, N. Y. H. N. L. 





An Antique Model, 

Christ evidently looked upon the patri- 
archs of old with the utmost respect and 
veneration. He says, ‘ Many shall come 
from the east and from the west, and shall 
sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and 
Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven ;’ mani- 
festly regarding their society as one of 
the highest honors and attractions of hea- 
ven. Paul holds up the faith of Abraham 
as a pattern to all who follow Christ. 
He says of him-—‘ Who against hope be- 
lieved in hope, that he might become the 
father of many nations... -- And being not 
weak in faith, he considered not his own 
body now dead, when he was about a hun- 
dred years old, neither yet the deadness 
of Sarah’s womb, He staggered not at 
the promise of God through unbelief, 
but was strong in faith, giving glory to 
God; and being fully persuaded that 
what he had promised he was able also to 
perform,’ This faith was what qualified 
him to become the father of nations. It 
is.seen in perfection in the great trial of 


THE CIRCULAR. 


fulness to God was superior to the strong- 
est affection—even to his love for his 
son Isaac—showing that his was a char- 
acter which could be trusted with any 
amount of distinction and favor. Hence 
he is called the father of the faithful 
throughout all generations. His is ex- 
actly the kind of faith which we need, to 
overco ne the last enemy. He considered 
not his own body now dead, when he was 
about an hundred years old. What bet- 
ter model of faith can we have in these 
later times, who are called to inherit the 
promise, that the last enemy that shall 
be destroyed, is death ? 

The Lord himself seems to have loved 
him and to have had a consulting fellow- 
feeling towards him on account of his 
many fatherly qualifications. When he 
proposed to destroy Sodom, he said, ‘Shall 
I hide from Abraham that thing which I 
do? For I know him, that he will com- 
mand his children and his household after 
him, and they shall keep the way of the 
Lord, to do justice and judgment.’ He 
was truly a constructive character, capable 
of building up himself, and causing every 
thing to prosper around him, both in res- 
pect to spiritual and temporal things.— 
In short he fills the most complete ideal 
of a father ; and without doubt he still 
exercises that function in the spiritual 
world. There is a natural tendency in 
human nature to look up to, and respect 
those persons who are most noble and ven- 
erable, and it is interesting to study the 
character of Abraham with the feeling 
that we are his children and shall yet en- 


joy the privilege of dwelling in his pres- 


ence, H, J. 8. 


Wallingford Commune. 





Cromwell's Soldier’s Bible. 


In the report of Gov. Washburn’s 
speech at the late annual meeting of the 
Massachusetts Bible Society, there occurs 
the following statement, viz.: Go to the 
time of Cromwell. Observe the causes 
which made Cromwell and the Common- 
wealth. In the army every man had a 
Bible in his knapsack, and daily read it, 
and sung the praises of God; and the 
result was the like of what has been seen 
only in the history of Puritanism. 

His Excellency’s statement is substan- 
tially correct, and the spirit of his speech 
is entirely so. But it is not literally in 
accordance with historical accuracy to as- 
sert that the soldiers carried the Bible in 
their knapsacks, nor was it the whole 
Bible with which the army was furnished. 
“The Soldier’s Pocket Bible’ consisted 
of appropriate selections of the Scriptures, 
printed ina pamphlet form. It was gen- 
erally buttoned between the coat and 
vest, next tu the heart, proving, perhaps, 
sometimes, a defense from the weapons 
of the enemies of their bodies, as well as 
from the wicked one who sought to sub- 
due their souls. 

But very few copies of this curious 
Bible have been preserved. Probably 
the copy in possession of the writer of 
this notice is the only one in this coun- 
try. <A brief description of it therefore 
may not be uninterestng to your readers, 
It was printed on a single sheet, folded 
in 16mo, form, and making 16 pages.— 
The whole title page is worth copying, as 
it presents a fair and by no means ex- 
travagant specimen of the great titles to 
little books which prevailed about the 
time of the English Commonwealth. It 
was printed within a neat border, and 
read as follows : 

THe Sovuipier’s Pockxer Biste.— 
Containing che most (if not all) those 
places in Holy Scripture, which doe shew 
the qualifications of his inner man, that 
is a fit souldier to fight the Lord’s Bat- 





his life. He demonstrated that his faith- 


tles, before the fight, in the fight, and 


after the fight : which Scriptures are re- 
duced to several heads, and applied to 
the Souldier’s several occasions, and so 
may supply the want of the whole Bible, 
which a Souldier cannot conveniently 
carry about him; and may be usefull 
for any Christian to meditate upon, now, 
in this miserable time of Warre. Im- 
PpRiMATUR’ Edm. Calamy. | 

Jos. 18. This Book of the Law shall 
not depart out of thy mouth, but thou 
shall meditate therein day and night, 
that thou maist observe to doe all that is 
written therein, for then thou shalt make 
thy way prosperous, and shalt have good 
successe.,’ Printed at London by G. B. 
and R. W. for G. C. 1643. 

The selections from the Scripture are 
divided into eighteen chapters, each with 
an appropriate head to indicate the class 
of passages contained therein. A few 
examples of these headings or titles will 
sufliciently show their general character. 

1. A Souldier must not doe wickedly. 

2. A Souldier must be valiant for 
God’s cause. 

3. A Souldier must pray before he 
goes to fight. 

Throughout the work there is mani- 
fested entire confidence in a superintend- 
ing Providence, yet no encouragement is 
given to the soldiers to neglect any prop- 
er personal efforts, or material means to 
accomplish theirends ; nothing at vari- 
ance with the standing order, “To trust 
the Lord, and keep their powder dry.” 

Since peace societies have become pop- 
ular, the question has often been put, 
with the confident expectation of a nega- 
tive answer, “Is the profession of a sol- 
dier consistent with obedience to the 
precepts of Christian love enjoined in the 
Gospel?” Cromwell’s whole chapter on 
the subject is short, and we copy it en- 
tire :— 

“A soldier must love his enemies as they 
are his enemies, and hate his enemies 
as they are God’s enemies.” 

Matt. 5: 44. But I say uuto you love 
your enemies, 

2.Chron. 19: 2. Shouldst thou help 
the wicked and love them that hate the 
Lord ? 

Ps. 139: 21, 22. Doe I not hate them, 
O Lord, that hate thee, and do I not 
earnestly contend with them that rise up 
against thee? I hate them with an un- 
feigned hatred as they were mine utter 
enemies. 

There will probably continue to be, as 
there always has been, a difference of 
opinion respecting the honesty, integrity 
and sincerity of Cromwell. But one 
thing is pretty well settled, viz. : whatev- 
er his character and conduct may have 
become after he gained the dazzling hights 
of political power, he commenced his ca- 
reer a devout and true man ; and his army 
was mainly composed of good men, filled 
with a desire to promote the glory of God 
and the welfare of their country. 

Cromwell’s cousin, the celebrated John 
Hampden, once began to upbraid him for 
selecting such men for his soldiers, and 
compared them with those of the king’s 
army. ‘ Your soldiers,’ said he, ‘are old 
decayed serving-men and tapsters, and 
such kind of fellows ; and theirs are gen- 
tlemen’s younger sons, and persons of good 
quality. And do you think that the mean 
spirits of such base and mean fellows will 
ever be able to encounter gentlemen that 
have honor and courage and resolution in 
them ? You must get men of spirit, and 
take it not ill what I say, ofa spirit that 
is likely to go as far as gentlemen will go, 
or else I am sure you will be beaten still.’ 
Hampden, however, was convinced by a 
short conversation with Cromwell, that 
good men made better soldiers than mere 
gentlemen ; as he himself has written-— 
‘I accordingly raised such men as had the 
fear of God before them, and made some 
conscience of what they did. And from 
that day forward they never were beaten; 
but whenever they were engaged against 
the enemy, they beat continually.’ 





Those persons who are fond of seeing 










coincidences and pressing comparisons to 
their cxtreme limits, may find a wonder- 
ful instance of cause and effect. in the 
fact that the success of Cromwell’s army 
commenced immediately after the publi- 
vation of the “Souldier’s Pocket Bible,” 
and they never lost a battle! * * 

It does not lessen the force of Gov. 
Washburn’s remarks, nor weaken the the. 
ory which he so ably and eloquently sup. 
ported, if we admit that, in the latter 
years of his life, Cromwell lost his rever- 
ence for the Scriptures, and lived in vio. 
lation of some of its plainest commands, 
On the contrary it shows that the burden 
of the Hebrew prophet to the ancient 
king, who slighted the word of God, has 
a wider application. “ Therefore, behold 
I, even I, will utterly forget you, and for- 
sake you, and I will bring an everlasting 
reproach upon you, and a perpetual shame 
which, shall not be forgotten He shall 
have none to sit upon the throne ; and 
his dead body shall be cast out in the 
day to the heat, and in the night to 
frost.” 

Impartial history has recorded the facts 
relating to the Protector’s death, the brief 
authority of his weak son, and the fate 
which befel the dead body of the once 
almost omnipotent Cromwell. The par- 
allel between Jehoiakim King of Judah, 
and Oliver, Lord Protector of England, is 
sufficiently apparent, and needs no com- 
ment.— Watchman and Reflector. 


J. L. S. at Oneida, to whom we are indebted for 
a copy of the above, makes the following soften- 
ing addition to the concluding paragraph : 

‘I have been looking this morning at Carlyle’s 
account of Cromwell’s death, (in his book, ‘ Crom- 
well’s Letters and Speeches,’) from which I infer 
that * the Protector,’ having attained to power, and 
tempted by the honor that cometh from man, had 
not kept a good conscience toward God, and 
hence, he was taken away as no longer a fit in- 
strument for God to use in this world. Carlyle 
gives portions of what Oliver was heard to utter 
in prayer when near his end. The language im- 
plies self-abasement and conviction, yet hope and 
confidence in God’s mercy and acknowledgment 
of his goodness. One writer whom Carlyle quotes 
says of Cromwell at this time—‘among the rest 
he spake some exceeding self-debasing words, an- 
nihilating and judging himself’ ‘This saying 
* God is good.’ he frequently used all along, and 
would speak it with much cheerfulness and fervor 
of spirit in the midst of his pains,’ &c. 





A New Art. 

Homecgraphy is a new art—an art of yes- 
terday, orrather of to-day, for which the in- 
ventor makes the following extraordinary 
claims : Whoever possesses a printed book, pos- 
sesses the stereotype plates of that book ; who- 
ever has an old lithograph, a copy of an extinet 
edition, an impression of a steel engraving, 
has, by a wonderful process of transfer, the 
original stone, the original type, the original 
plate, the original block. An oetavo of 500 
pages can be exceuted at a trifling cost in six 
days. Reprints cost but half tne price of the 
first composition ; and engravings, after expen- 
sive originals, may be had for a few sous. Ster- 
eotyping will be done away with ; the first edi- 
tion will be printed from type, and any one 
copy furnishes the plates for all successive edi- 
tions. Rare editions are annihilated, as one 
copy may be multiplied to infinity, and that, 
too, with all the typographical peculiarities of 
the epoch in which it was first printed. Books 
in foreign languages, in dead languages, in Ie- 
brew, in Greek, in Sanserit, may be reproduced 
by workmen completely ignorant of them. 

The inventor, M. Edward Boyer, a chem- 
ist of Nimes, undertook to solve the problem 
that the inventer of lithography, Senefelder, 
of Munich sought to solve—to reproduce upon 
stone any typographical work, lithograph, or 
engraving, of which a single copy is in exist- 
ence—to do it instantaneously, cheaply, with- 
out damaging the original, and so exactly that 
the most practised eye cannot tell the differ- 
evec, and finally to multiply the copies to in- 
finity. In principle, M. Boyer arrived at a 
solution in 1844; he has spent ten years in re- 
searches tending to simplify, cheapen, and ren- 
der practicable, the process. He has now sue- 
ceeded, and stereotypes a quarto page in ten 
minutes, as he actually did do in presence of 
M. Mennier. A cast of the Temptation of 
St. Antony, which lately cost a Paris publish- 
er $280, might have been furnished him by M. 
Boyer for two cents and a quarter !—Paris 





cor. of the N. Y. Times. 
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